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Our next production is
Cinderella
2012 version by Ben Crocker

Director: Ted Bryant
Season: 26th November to 6th December 2014
Pre Audition briefing Sunday 31st August 10-12

Auditions Sunday 7th September 10-2

The Seminar Room Lopdell House visit our website for details LTUNCH MENBu
For auditions contact: ted.bryantl0@gmail.com *

FAWLTY TOWERS

16 Elwood Avenue, Torquay
Phone +44 (0)1803 29667

before Spm

Pate Maisén

Brawn Cocktil
Become a member *

Being a member comes with privileges and also helps to support our Eggs Ma;ypnnaise
. community theat.re. . CheEese Salad
Pick up a brochure and membership form in the foyer .
Or get details and apply online at www.titirangitheatre.co.nz Cld Meat Salad
*

Spansh Omelette

Theatre Hire Pickled Herrring

The theatre auditorium and bar are available for hire. Gr¥illed Place

For further information email theatrehire@titirangitheatre.co.nz
Veal Chxups
*

Lambp Cassrrole
COSTUME HIRE SERVICE *

The theatre has an extensive, exciting wardrobe Choclate Cak
for hire at reasonable rates.
Our wardrobe hours: Wednesdays 4-6pm, Fridays 5-7pm
Saturdays 10-12pm Tea OR Coffee -1 ONLY
Situated at Lopdell Hall, just behind Lopdell House *
For further information contact
Lynn Ph 818-6645 or Barbara ph 817-5320
Or email wardrobe@titirangitheatre.co.nz

Lemon Herangue Pie
*

Sit at your alllocated table
EXJOY YOUR MEAL
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Our sponsors support us - please support them!
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Note from the directors John Goudge & Kathy Lowe

We would like to welcome your war to Fawlty Towers, 1975’s best little
hotel in Torquay situated on the English Riviera.

It has been our pleasure to work with such a great class of person in this
production. We hoped our audience would also be of equal breeding, but
we must make do.

It is impossible to improve the original Fawlty Towers. The iconic perform-
ances of John Cleese & the BBC cast had the TV comedy voted as the best
British television series of all time.

All we can do is be guided by the original, while giving enough room to
develop our own version. So we won’t be able to please the purists, who
want to see a carbon copy of the original, or the radicals, who might want
a clever re-interpretation. That’s torn it then, we might as well let you all
burn. | suppose what we really want is for you to laugh so hard you won’t
notice the war.

Also, John Cleese wasn’t available so we had to get this Jerome chap. We
think he’s a brilliant sport.

Thankyou thankyou to all the thousands of people who worked on this
production. Their names are in this programme. We’ve had the added
battle of moving theatres & everyone has worked like soldiers.

Metaphorically of course - we don’t mean they were shooting at the Nazis.

Sorry, sorry, we must war you, warn you, that several racial groups, aged
persons & occupations are rudely stereotyped, insulted, assaulted,
belittled, battled & befuddled during Flatty Towels. Feel free to laugh as
much as we did.

John & Kathy

Please switch off cell phones during the performance

Please turn off your cell-phone, watch alarm, or anything else that goes
beep, or Basil will send you to a vivisectionist.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

BOOKINGS: bookings can be made at Titirangi Pharmacy.
Phone 817 7658, or online through our Website.

GROUP BOOKINGS: Special rates available, for more information ask at
Titirangi Pharmacy.

People with disabilities Please help us offer the best possible service by
informing us of your requirements when making bookings.

Provision can be made for a limited number of wheelchair users in the
auditorium.

THEATRE INFO LINE. For details of wardrobe opening hours, current and
upcoming productions: Phone 817 5951

FOR ANY FURTHER INFORMATION.

Write to Titirangi Theatre Inc. P O Box 60 092, Titirangi.
email: contact@titirangitheatre.co.nz,

or visit our website: www.titirangitheatre.co.nz

FIRE REGULATIONS

Please keep all stairways, gangways and corridors that afford entry and
exit entirely free from obstruction.

We ask patrons to observe the NO PARKING signs at the back entrance.
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Crew

Directors John Goudge & Kathy Lowe
Producer Jan Coates
Directors’ Assistant/Prompts  Karen Harding, Tracey Pierard
Wardrobe Lynn Cottingham
Stage Manager Karen Soulje
Production & Graphic Design  Malcolm Dale
Props Barbara Butland, Barbara-Gay Cook, Jane Burrage
Front of House  Marian Allen, Rachel Watkinson, Michael Allen &
friends of Titirangi Theatre
Set Construction Manager Tony Dunn assisted by Bryan Moore, Bill Ellis, Jan
Coates
Set Painting  Bryan Moore, Stephen Avery, Rosemary Moore,
Sue Robertson, Jan Coates,
Printing  Longley Printing
Lighting & Sound  Korstiaan Prins assisted by John Goudge, Duncan
Milne, Mark Towl, Keith Towl
Advertising  Christine Nash
Online marketing  Anna McPhee
Photography  Mac Mclver
Billboards Bryan Moore, Tony Dunn
Programme Mac Mclver
Animal Trainer  Malcolm Dale
Theatre Movers  Duncan Milne & friends and members of
Titirangi Theatre
Poster and flyers distribution  Laraine Allen, Vicki & Murray Sargisson, Tera &
Derek Dean, Brendon Smith, Sue Robertson, Chris
Inglis, Liz Watkinson, Annie Franklin & the cast &
crew of Fawlty Towers

Thanks to:

Philip Wilkinson (Cambrian Plastics), Ryan Hill (Armitage Group), Titirangi Pharmacy
staff, Playhouse Theatre, Waiatarua Performing Arts Trust, Jolie Hutchings, Rimu
Glade Studio, Mylan NZ Ltd, Lift Attendant-Brendon Smith, Julie Eastmure (Demop
Hair Salon), Chris Soulje (creator of pots), Carol Longley, Phantom Billstickers,
Graeme Heap, Usher- Vikki Cottingham, friends & members of Titirangi Theatre. A
special thanks to the partners & families of our cast & crew. You almost make life
worth living.

Inspired to act?

Director John Goudge has for 2 decades run acting training classes for adults and
children. To enrol for classes in 2015, contact John on ph (09) 814 9744.
www.johngoudge.com
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Fawlty Towers

Don’t mention the war!

By John Cleese and Connie Booth
Directed by John Goudge and Kathy Lowe

The Hotel Inspectors
Communication Problems

Interval:There will be short break of 20 mins.
Refreshments are available at the bar.

The Germans




Jerome Scott - Basil Fawlty

Jerome's finest dramatic moment was playing
Tall Rugby Player in an episode of Super Gran in
1985. In rehearsing Fawlty Towers, Jerome has
discovered there are few greater pleasures in life
than rapping Ben Tunnicliffe on the forehead
with a spoon.

Jerome's brother once sat next to Prunella Scales
on the tube. He asked her if she had read "The
Old Curiosity Shop". She had.

Georgina Monro - Sybil Fawlty

Georgina's favourite acting role was being chased
around the stage by a giant pair of pants in Dr.
Seuss' What Was | Scared Of?.

Worst food moment: once worked on an exclu-
sive estate in England as an assistant cook & was
asked by the snooty owners,"what is your special-
ty dish...?" "Spaghetti Bolognese," Georgina re-

| plied. "Oh no", they said, "We'll have none of that
i here..." She lasted 2 weeks.

Wh|Ie playing Syb// Georgma has discovered the domineering & bossy
side of her nature (“Honestly | never knew it existed,”) & is relishing the
chance to refurbish herself.

Valerie Carroll - Polly

Valerie has been a fan of theatre since she first
toddled onto the boards, aged 5, to play a spar-
row in her primary school's production of Peter
Rabbit. Playing a verbally-incontinent hypochon-
driac with a shoe obsession in The Memory of Wa-
ter (at the Dolphin Theatre last year) provided
her with plenty of opportunities to indulge her -
ahem -'inner' drama queen. Polly is, fortunately,
slightly more graceful under pressure.

Producer’s notes

To you our guests,

Welcome to the first Titirangi Theatre production in the new refurbished Theatre.
As Producer for this show, the last 2 months has been a journey of discovery,
challenges, inspiration, energy & at times sheer panic! There have been the usual
team bugs & illness, some sleepless nights, but also fun & uncontrolled laughter. In
the end you dig deep & the tasks & people merge together & here we are ready to
go.

We have been fortunate that the many talents found in the cast, our Directors, crew
and willing helpers has provided the foundation for a huge team effort. It has been a
fun group to be with & one that is passionate about producing quality live
community theatre. Too many to name here, you know who you are, whether your
contribution was small or large it was important & you have our grateful thanks.

So, now it is time to reflect on where we are & why we are here.

Beginning life as a luxury hotel in 1929, Lopdell House has been the scene of several
refurbishments to finally evolve as a new Arts Centre where currently nestled in the
basement is a “tiny hotel” with a very big name — Fawlty Towers. Enjoy!

Jan Coates

About the BBC series.

In May 1971 the Monty Python team stayed at the Gleneagles Hotel in Torquay. John
Cleese became fascinated with the behaviour of the owner, whom Cleese described
s "the rudest man I've ever come across in my life." This behaviour included

throwing a timetable at a guest, placing Eric Idle's briefcase behind a wall in the
garden on suspicion that it contained a bomb, and criticising the American-born
Terry Gilliam's table manners for not being "British.” Cleese and Booth stayed on at
the hotel after filming, furthering their research of the hotel owner.

Cleese says the first Fawlty Towers script was rejected by the BBC. "Connie and |
wrote that first episode and we sent it in to Jimmy Gilbert, and | can quote [his note
to me] fairly accurately, 'This is full of clichéd situations and stereotypical characters
and | cannot see it as being anything other than a disaster.’” Bill Cotton, the BBC's
Head of Light Entertainment in the mid-1970s, said when he read the first scripts he
could see nothing funny in them but trusting that Cleese knew what he was doing,
he gave the go-ahead.

Both Cleese and Booth were keen on every script being perfect, and some episodes
took four months and ten drafts until they were satisfied.

Cleese and Booth were husband and wife at the time of the first series in 1975. By
the second in 1979, they had been divorced for almost a year, having ended their
ten-year marriage.



Deb Hudson - Mrs Wilson

Deb’s favourite acting role was as Eliza Doolittle
in My Fair Lady at high school. Unfortunately her
leading man (boy) was her least favourite person
at school.

Fawlty Towers makes Deb cry a lot with laughter,
so she has had to take out a loan for tissues! Deb
_ finds she can relate first hand to the antics of

& atty Towers,” & its annoying customers!

Karen Soulje - Nurse

Karen is one of those people who is forever run-
ning around either backstage or on stage, espe-
cially in this show, spot her if you can.

Her most favourite role has been to portray a
battery hen that played the ukulele....badly,
which was the easy part.

Her worst food disaster was in a restaurant dis-
covering half a worm in a half eaten baked pota-
to.

Kerry Jimson - Major Gowen

Kerry’s favourite role was a leprechaun Hamlet in
his own dream, later playing beside a squid in
Death of a Salesman. He has just narrowly avoid-
ed fame due to a slight inclination to psychosis,
alcohol, & chainsaws.

Monty
Monty is a stunt actor visiting from Canada. He says the climate is warmer

here.

Sponsorship can take many forms... money, goods and
services: please think about how you could sponsor our
popular and historic organisation!

Chris Anderson - Mr Hutchison, Taxi Driver,
Mr Kerr, 1st German

While staying at a little hotel in Germany, &
speaking night-school level German, Chris
once tried to buy "a small foam fish to put in
my shoes,” without success. He learned later
from a travelling colleague that the hotel own-
er had spoken perfect English all along. Appar-
ently the German's do have a sense of
humour. It's called schadenfreude.

Chris Wood - Hotel Inspector 2, Mr Firkin, Dr
Chinn

Chris’s favourite role was Birdie Bowers in Titi-
rangi Theatre’s Terra Nova.

“I'loved Fawlty Towers — | grew up with it as a
kid & even then it had me in stitches, “ Chris
says. “l didn’t realise they only made 12 epi-

X sodes.”

f { Chris’s most influential moment in theatre

\

was when he first summoned up the courage
. || to get on stage & perform in front of people —
& realised that he loved it!




Leslie Bravery - Hotel Inspector 1, 2nd German,

Mr Sharp
At age 7 Leslie became enthralled & forever I
captivated by the Globe Theatre scene in Olivier's

film Henry V.

His favourite acting role was as Dogberry, the vain,
incompetent constable in Much Ado About

Nothing.

In the 1960's, showing off a new suede jacket

while dining out with friends, Leslie was mortified
when the waitress spilled soup all down the front of it!

Marian Bravery - Miss Tibbs

Marian's future was set as a teenager studying fla-
menco when at a posh Spanish restaurant in May-
fair she was, quite out of the blue, invited to dance
there - with no audition!

Her favourite role as an actor was as Peaseblossom
in A Midsummer Night's Dream - a childhood
dream come true!

While holidaying for a week in a Queensland hotel
she encountered a Basil Fawlty-type owner. Com-
plaining there was no toilet paper,he offered her half a roll, while making
unpleasant remarks about Aborigines!

Christine Nash - Mrs Richards, German Lady
Christine's most influential theatre moment
was at age 13 when on a school outing she fell
in love with Brutus in a Hamilton Boys High
School production of Julius Caesar.

She was the voice of "Crystal" presenting daily
horoscopes for 13 years on Auckland radio.
Christine wishes it known that as an ordained
Anglican minister she is a much gentler soul
than Mrs Richards!

Ben Tunnicliffe - Manuel

Ben enjoyed playing the character Abanazar in
the panto Aladdin, where he was loudly heckled
& booed at. He thinks Fawlty Towers is one of
the best ever British comedies. The chance to
play Manuel has been particularly fun. Que!
Ben has collection of old toys, mainly Star Wars
& other early action figures. Si

Ben once fell off a raised ramp on stage playing
Captain Hook in a fight scene with Peter Pan. He
fell behind stage, got up & ran around to the
front & carried on with the fight scene.

Chris Lane - Mr Walt, Mr Thurston, Elderly Ger-
man

In the musical Oliver, Chris played his favourite
role Fagin —a miserable miser - so no acting was
required. As Mr Walt he is a miserable wine-
drinker — so again, no acting required.

Once Chris fired flaming arrows over Keira Knight-
ley’s head, on purpose.

Betty Richards - Miss Gatsby

N
L

Betty loves playing ditzy old ladies. She has
played with jigsaws, talked & danced with /
ghosts, & even enjoyed a spell in bed. She - |
started as the wicked mother in Hansel & ?‘q\
Gretel at school, & has progressed more recent- . s \, {

ly to a rest home in Quartet. 7 Lo
“Fawlty Towers is a great place to spend my re- ( e B
tirement,” says Betty. § i




